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Duality: An Appreciation of the Ceramics
of Donna Polseno and Richard Hensley

Iwondered about how the two had influenced
each other, what aspects of their work lives
they shared and what they kept separate.
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Why look at Beth Cavener's Animals?

By David W. Romtvedt

Inside

The sculptures feel as if the creatures have
formed themselves, as if the artist is their
medium rather than their translator.

By John Hughes
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Young Masters

It’s a celebration of all aspects of
art history through the eyes of
international contemporary artists.

By Cynthia Corbett
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Young M

‘Written by Cynthia Corbett

n 2008 I came up with the concept for the
Young Masters Art Prize. Having felt for a
long time that there was a strong need for
the art historical canon to be reflected in
the voice of contemporary art and artists,
it was this that inspired me to launch the first
edition of the Young Masters Art Prize a year
later, in 2009. T felt that an art prize was the best
way to introduce this concept as it would bring
together artists working across different genres
who were united through the same theme. It’sa
celebration of all aspects of art history through
the eyes of international contemporary artists.
Ceramics is one of the oldest art forms. There
is along history of ceramic art in almost all
developed cultures and the medium of clay can
embody many forms - from domestic, functional
wares to abstract, sculptural objects. Since the

Concesled Cloud (Red
Yellow), Tossa Bastman

asters

beginning of Young Masters we have celebrated
ceramic artists, and over the years witnessed
how much this creative medium was evolving,
We felt it deserved its own platform and prize
to reflect the quality of work being produced in
ceramics. In 2014, the Young Masters Maylis
Grand Ceramics Prize was introduced for the
first time thanks to the support of collector and
philanthropist, Maylis Grand.

The Old Master tradition in clay started with
earthenware, the lowest fired clay, evolving to
stoneware, and finally porcelain. Although it’s
seen as a traditional material, clay can be used
in the most contemporary, experimental and
forward-looking ways, and this was beautifully
captured in the work of the 10 artists shortlisted
for the 2017 edition of the Young Masters Maylis
Grand Ceramics Prize. These artists, of course,

The Young Masters Maylis Grand Ceramics
Prize is an important opportunity for
artists who are at the cusp of success

and who need an international platform

to take them to the next level.
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use tradition to underpin their work but they
present a breadth of practice that documents
amove from functional to fine art; their work
consolidates the position of ceram n
contemporary art.

Seven nationalities were represented in our
10 selected artists. They included Danish artist
Malene Hartmann Rasmussen whose figurative
and narrative pieces have been influenced by
the 15th century potter Bernard Palissy and

his love of insects, story-telling and life-casting
technique ceramicist Katie Spragg, who
creates miniature worlds modeled in porcelain;
and American artist Andrew Casto whose use
of porcelain and gold lustre and the physicality
of his abstract forms hark back to the
development of historical bone china such as
Sevres and Meissen.
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Tower of Babel
Lucile Lewin
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