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A PIECE OF PARIS IN NOTTING HILL

Once a block of bedsits, a huge Victorian house has become a family home
full of continental style for a former Vogue art director
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and expensive areas of London. It stretches
glveurnﬁ;e'estonysandhssembedmoms.

1 the outside, it may look quintessentially
English. On the inside, however, it now exudes
a certain continental je ne sais quoi.

The furnishings bring together a selection

of 20th-century designers:

Gabriella Crespi floor lamps, a Jean Royére
chest studded with brass nails and a pair of
Viadimir Kagan swivel armchairs from the
Seventies. There's also an Ado Chale coffee
tahle from 2013. There are swathes of Calacatta

25 a headboard in the master bedroom and a
dressing room with curved lacquered limba
woad doors and closets decorated with a
trompe-1'ail sky. “Its 2 great way of bringing
space,” notes Carofine.

for many. years as an art director, most notably
for the British and Indian editions of Vogue,
before co-founding made:to-measure fashion
fabel Gainsbourg in 2017 It employs a team =
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‘I think my husband was keen to move into a place where there had been happy vibes'

o couturiers and former Savile Row tailors with
more than 100 years of experience between
them. “We focuss on i fitted garments,
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out wearing just a few times,” S3ys
Caroline, By her estimation, about half of
clientele are European royalty,
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Caroline. They atso requested that the rooms
be fresh and light. Langlois-Meurinne used
brass accents and golden tones to boghten up
the spaces and also created custom rugs with
shiny silks that reflect the sunlight

One space stands out ~ the study, which
has been decorated in moody green tones,
“I wanted at least one dark room and for me
the colour is typically English.” Caroline says,

Sébastien, meanwhile, was insistent that the
mnterior adhered to the rules of feng shul. *1 was
quite worried when he said he was going to
bring in an expert,” admits Langlols-Meurinne,
*But akmast all the suggestions were coberent
with what we'd planned.” The one exception is
the red step at the bottom of the stales. “That's
suppesed to be grounding,” says Caroline.

The Breteaus rocently bought another
property in Paris and have once again hired
Langlois-Meurinne, this time for a full-blown
renovation, Perhaps it’s the lesson of expenience.
After moving into their London home, they
had 2 second child, Felix. "Going up and down
the stairs with him has been a bit of a
hcadadme.' - says Caroline. “There are days
when I've regretted not having that ift" w
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